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This article comes from the Iowa Historical Record, Vol. 
XVII, No. 4, p. 353, October 1901.  Written by Peter 
Dey, it is a personal recollection by one of a handful of 
individuals in Iowa’s history who were responsible for 
the construction of the Iowa State Capitol.  This article 
focuses on the responsibilities and abilities of Robert 
Spencer Finkbine, Superintendent of Construction.  
Finkbine was not the first choice for that position but 
proved to be the best choice in Dey’s opinion.  Finkbine 
was a legislator and a builder.  This article highlights his understanding of 
the materials and mechanical requirements involved in the Capitol’s 
construction.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pieces of Iowa’s Past, published by the Iowa State Capitol Tour Guides weekly during the Legislative 
Session, features historical facts about Iowa, the Capitol, and the early workings of state government.  
All italicized text/block quotes in this document are taken directly from historical publications with the 

actual spelling, punctuation, and grammar retained. 
 

Background 
 

Robert S. Finkbine 
 

http://uipress.lib.uiowa.edu/bdi/DetailsPage.aspx?id=93
http://uipress.lib.uiowa.edu/bdi/DetailsPage.aspx?id=93
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator?ga=10&personID=5245
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator?ga=10&personID=5245
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Article by Peter Dey 
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The double granite columns (see arrow) on the second floor are the 
“less than symmetrical remedy” Peter Dey is referring to when 

discussing the miscalculations of weight. 
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The double granite columns (see arrows) on the second floor of the 
Iowa State Capitol. 
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The Capitol Cornerstone  
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The entablature of 
the south portico 
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The entablature of 
the south portico 
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Notes:  Lewises are stone mason tools used to lift heavy blocks of stone. 
Today, they are referred to as lewis pins and have been used for thousands 
of years by stonemasons. 
 
A portrait of Robert S. Finkbine hangs on the east wall in the Governor’s and 
Lieutenant Governor’s reception room. 
 
 
 
Lewis (lifting appliance) 
 
Senator Maturin L. Fisher 
 
Senator John G. Foote 
 
Representative Ed Wright 
 
History of Mitchell County 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lewis_(lifting_appliance)
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator?ga=5&personID=5804
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator?ga=9&personID=5343
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator?ga=6&personID=5313
https://archive.org/stream/historyofmitchel00unio%23page/188/mode/2up

